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UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 3 USUN 0874 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, ET, SO, FR, FT 

SUB J : SECURITY COUNCIL AND DJIBOUTI INCIDENT 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MARCH 3 NOTE VERBALE FROM SOMALI 
PERM REP TO SECRETARY GENERAL: 

QUOTE: 

S/12001 


ANNEX 

THE POSITION PAPER OF THE SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC ON THE 
QUESTION OF SO-CALLED FRENCH SOMALILAND (DJIBOUTI) 

THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN FOLLOWING WITH THE UTMOST 
CONCERN, THE INCREASINGLY TENSE AND DANGEROUS 
SITUATION PREVAILING IN FRENCH SOMALILAND. OF LATE, THE 
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TERRITORY HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING A RIGOROUS OPPRESSIVE 
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COLONIAL POLICY OF THE WORST KIND. EVER SINCE THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICALLY DECLARED ITS INTENTION TO GRANT THE 
TERRITORY ITS INDEPENDENCE, THERE HAS BEEN A SYSTEMATIC 
APPLICATION OF POLITICAL REPRESSION AND MASS DEPORTATIONS. 

THIS WAVE OF MULTIFACETED REPRESSIVE MEASURES, WHICH ARE 
SIMILAR TO THOSE BRUTALLY CARRIED OUT BY THE FRENCH 
AUTHORITIES DURING THE 1967 SO-CALLED REFERENDUM, IS 
NOW MORE SERIOUS THAN EVER. ACTS OF TORTURE AND INTIMIDATION 
HAD ALSO ESCALATED TO ALARMING PROPORTIONS. ALTHOUGH THE 
EXACT FIGURE OF THOSE SUBJECTED TO THIS COLONIAL INHUMAN 
TREATMENT CANNOT BE ASSESSED WITH ACCURACY, DUE TO ITS 
CONTINUOUS OCCURRENCE AND INTENSITY, IT IS BELIEVED THAT 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ARBITRARILY DEPORTED OR ILLEGALLY 
DETAINED FROM EARLY 1975, AND ESPECIALLY SINCE DECEMBER 
1975. THE APPLICATION OF THIS INHUMAN COLONIAL POLICY HAS 
RECENTLY CULMINATED IN THE TOTAL ERADICATION OF THE 
"SHANTY TOWN" OF BALBALA SITUATED ON THE SUBURBS OF DJIBOUTI 
AND THE DEPORTATIONS OF ITS INHABITANTS ACROSS THE BORDER 
TO SOMALIA. THE BORDER CHECKPOST OF LOYADA, WHICH WAS 
THE SCENE OF THE RECENT DRAMA, HAS BECOME THE DUMPING 
GROUND FOR FRENCH SOMALILAND NATIONALS WHOSE SOLE CRIME 
WAS TO DEMAND THEIR LEGITIMATE RIGHT TO INDEPENDENCE. 

BY USING SUCH INHUMAN PRACTICES, THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES 
MAKE NO SECRET OF THEIR FIRM INTENTION TO SUPPRESS ALL 
MANIFESTATIONS OF OPPOSITION, ON THE ONE HAND, AND 
TO ENCOURAGE PRO-FRENCH COLLABORATORS, ON THE OTHER. 

SUCH APPALLING CONDUCT ON THE PART OF FRANCE CAN ONLY PRODUCE 
A FEELING OF RESENTMENT AND DESPAIR AMONG THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN ARBITRARILY DEPRIVED OF THEIR LEGITIMATE 
ASPIRATIONS. IN THE ULTIMATE ANALYSIS, SUCH AN EXPLOSIVE 
SITUATION COULD LEAD TO VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED, WHICH COULD 
WELL POSE A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF 
THE WHOLE REGION. 

IT IS A MATTER OF UTTER DISAPPOINTMENT TO THE SOMALI 
GOVERNMENT THAT THESE REPRESSIVE MEASURES SHOULD BE TAKEN 
AT A TIME WHEN FRANCE HAS FORMALLY DECLARED TO THE WORLD 
ITS INTENTION TO GRANT THE TERRITORY FULL INDEPENDENCE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 USUNN 00874 01 OF 03 060321Z 

THE CONCERN OF REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OVER 
THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY WAS CLEARLY 
REFLECTED IN THE SUCCESSIVE RESOLUTIONS IN 1975 ADOPTED BY 
THE KAMPALA SUMMIT OF OAU IN JULY 1975 (CM/RES 431/REV.XXV), 

THE LIMA FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED STATES 
IN AUGUST 1975 (NAC/FM/CONF.5/15, ANNEX 1) AND THE THIRTIETH 
SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (A/RES/3480 
(XXX)). IT IS SIGNIFICANT TO NOTE THAT IN ALL THESE RESOLUTIONS, 
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OAU AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DEMANDED, 

AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE GRANTING OF IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE TO THE TERRITORY. IN VIEW OF THE PARTICULAR 
SIGNIFICANCE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 3480 (XXX) 

ON THE QUESTION OF FRENCH SOMALILAND, IT IS NECESSARY FOR 
PURPOSES OF FURTHER CLARIFICATION AND EMPHASIS TO CITE ITS 
BASIC RELEVANT PROVISIONS. OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 1 REAFFIRMED 
UNQUALFIED SUPPORT FOT EHT RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY 
TO IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL INDEPENDENCE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH RESOLUTION 1514 (XV). OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 2 CONSIDERED 
THAT THE SITUATION IN THE TERRITORY COULD BECOME A THREAT 
TO PEACE AND STABLLITY IN THE REGION AND MIGHT ADVERSELY 
AFFECT INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY UNLESS AN URGENT 
SOLUTION TO IT WAS FOUND. OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 3 CALLED 
ON THE ADMINISTERING POWER TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS NECESSARY 
FOR ACCELERATING THE PROCESS OF INDEPENDENCE AND REFERRED 
PARTICULARLY TO THE RELEASE OF ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, 

THE RETURN OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
AND OF ALL REFUGEES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OAU CONVENTION 
GOVERNING THE SPECIFIC ASPECTS OF REFUGEE PROBLEMS IN 
AFRICA. 

NOW WHAT HAS FRANCE'S ATTITUDE BEEN TOWARDS THIS ALL 
IMPORTANT GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION, AND WHAT DOES THE 
RECORD SHOW FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS? REGRETTABLY, IT HAS 
BREN AN ATTITUDE OF CONTEMPTUOUS DISREGARD OF, AND NON 
COMPLIANCE WITH, ANY OF THE BASIC PROVISIONS OF THE AFOREMENTIONED 
RESOLUTIONS. FAR FROM ACCEDING TO THE CALL OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY FOR THEIR RETURN, WITHIN THE ESTABLISHED FRAMEWORK 
OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES HAVE HASTENED 
TO ADD TO THE NUMBERS OF THE DETAINEES, THE EXPELLED AND 
THE REFUGEES AND TO PROMOTE THEIR PERMANENT EXCLUSION 
FROM THEIR HOMELAND. 
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BASICALLY, THE OFFICIAL POLICY OF FRANCE OVER THE TERRITORY 
HAS BEEN EXPLICITLY STATED IN THE OFFICIAL DECLARATION ISSUED 
BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT ON 31 DECEMBER 1975. UNDER THE SAID 
DECLARATION, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT "CONFIRMED THAT THE FRNECH 
TERRITORY OF THE AFARS AND THE ISSAS IS DESTINED FOR 
INDEPENDENCE”. A BASIC CONDITION LAID DOWN IN THE SAID 
DECLARATION IS THE RESPONSIBILITY ASSUMED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF FRANCE "TO ENSURE THE ACCESSION OF THE TERRITORY TO 
INTERNATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY BY MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY 
OF ITS FRONTIERS AND ENSURING ITS SECURITY ". IN A MORE 
RECENT OFFICIAL STATEMENT ISSUED ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO, 

THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT REFERS, INTER ALIA, TO "THE ADOPTION 
OF CLEAR-CUT POSITIONS WITH REGARD TO RESPECT FOR THE FRONTIERS 
OF THE FUTURE STATE". SINCE THE FRENCH STATEMENT REFERS 
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TO THE DECLARATION OF 31 DECEMBER 1975, IT IS UNDERSTOOD 
THAT THE "CLEAR-CUT POSITION" UNDER REFERENCE IMPLIES 
THE SO-CALLED FRENCH GUARANTEE OF THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
AND SECURITY OF THE TERRITORY ON AND AFTER INDEPENDENCE. 
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UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 3 USUN 0874 

IT IS SURPRISING HOW THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT CAN UNILATERALLY 
ASSUME CERTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES ON BEHALF OF THE TERRITORY 
PRIOR TO ITS INDEPENDENCE. THIS IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
BASIC NORMS OF THE DECOLONIZATION PROCESS. NEITHER FRANCE, 
NOR, FOR THAT MATTER, ANY OTHER EXTERNAL POWER HAS ANY 
LEGAL OR MORAL RIGHT TO IMPOSE TERMS OR CONDITIONS UPON 
THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE. 

IN ESSENCE. ANY QUALIFIED INDEPENDENCE WOULD BE A CLEAR 
VIOLATION WITH THE LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION, AS WELL AS OTHER RELEVANT 
RESOLUTIONS OF OAU AND THE NON-ALIGNED STATES. 

NOW THAT BOTH SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA HAVE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
DECLARED THEIR FULL SUPPORT FOR THE IMEDIATE AND 
UNCONDITIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF THE TERRITORY. THE 
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APPREHENSION OF FRANCE REGARDINGTHE TERRITORAL INTEGITY 
AND SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY IS NOT CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD. 

IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT BOTH SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA FORMALLY 
AGREED TO RENOUNCE ALL CLAIMS TO THE TERRITORY, AND THIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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WAS SPECIFICALLY SPELT OUT IN THE RESOLUTION PASSED BY 

THE OAU KAMAPLA SUMMIT. BOTH COUNTRIES HAD AGAIN REITERATED 

THEIR RESPECTIVE POSITIONS IN THE LIMA FOREIGN MINISTERS 

CONFERENCE AND. SUBSEQUENTLY, IN THE THIRTIETH SESSION OF 

THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, JAALLE MOHAMED SIAD BARRE, 

IN HIS MOST RECENT ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON THE QUESTION 
OF FRENCH SOMALILAND, REAFFIRMED THAT SOMALIA WANTS TO SEE 
THE TERRITORY ATTAIN ITS INDEPENDENCE IN PEACE AND HARMONY 
FREE FROM FOREIGN INTERFERENCE OF PRESSURES. 

IN HIS PRESS INTERVIEW TO THE FRENCH PAPER, LE QUOTIEDIENNE, 

DATED 23 FEBRUARY 1976 MR. WADAJO, ETHIOPOA'S FOREIGN MINISTER, 
STATED THAT FRANCE HAS NO RIGHT TO CLAIM RESPONSIBLITY FOR 
THE PRESERVATION OF THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND SECURITY OF 
THE TERRITORY. ONCE INDEPENDENCE THE SEUCRITY OF THE FUTURE STATE 
WILL BE GUARANTEED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF OAU. HE, THEREFORE, 
EXCLUDED THE NEED FOR FRENCH MILITARY PRESENCE IN 
DJIBOUTI. THE IDEA THAT THE TERRITORY SHOULD ESTABLISH MILITARY 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH FRANCE IS A MATTER FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TERRITORY TO DECIDE AFTER THEY ATTAIN THEIR COMPLETE 
INDEPENDENCE. 

YET, DESPITE ALL THESE PRONOUNCEMENTS, FRANCE IS STILL DETERMINED 
TO MAINTAIN HER MILITARY AND, OF COURSE, POLITICAL PRESENCE 
IN THE TERRITORY. THIS IS AMPLY REFLECTED BY 
FRENCH INSISTANCE TO MAINTAIN IN POWER THE PRO-FRENCH 
PUPPET REGIME OF ALI AREF, WHICH HAS NO POLITICAL SUPPORT 
IN THE TERRITORY. IN RECENT WEEKS, ALI AREF, BACKED BY THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT AND SOME AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS, HAS BEEN 
TOURING A NUMBER OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN A DESPERATE EFFORT 
TO WIN POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR HIS REGIME AT THE AFRICAN LEVEL. 

IT IS PERTINENT TO STRESS THAT ANY RECOGNITION ACCORDED 
TO THE ALI AREF REGIME WILL BE FUTILE SO LONG AS HE LACKS 
SUPPORT AMONG HIS OWN PEOPLE. 

THE FRENCH POLICY OF MAINTAINING ALI AREF IN POWER IN UNWISE 
AND DOES NOT IN A WAY REFLECT FRENCH PUBLIC OPINION, LET 
ALONE THAT OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY. THERE IS NO 
PRECEDENT IN FRENCH COLONAIL HISTORY WHEN AN UNPOPULAR, 
COLONIALLY CREATED REGIME WAS ENFORCED ON THE LOCAL 
POPULATION AGAINST ITS WILL. IN ALL THE FORMER FRENCH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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COLONIES, FRANCE TRANSFERRED POWER PEACEFULLY AND SMOOTHLY 
TO PROMINENT LEADING POLITICIANS, WHO, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR 
POLITICAL WISDOM AND STATEMSNSHIP, HAD WON THE CONFIDENCE 
AND SUPPORT OF THEIR RESPECTIVE PEOPLES. MR. ALI AREF 
CANNOT REASONABLY CLAIM TO POSSESS SUCH POLITICAL BASESFOR 
LEADERSHIP. THE ASSESSMENT THAT ALI AREF IS POLITICALLY 
BANKRUPT AND A MERE INSTRUMENT OF FRENCH COLONIALISM IS 
CLEARLY REFLECTED IN THE STATEMENTS OF PROMINENT POLITICIANS 
AND COMMENTARIES OF LEADING FRENCH PAPERS. THIS, ON 6 FEBRUARY 
1976, FOLLOWING THE LOYADA INCIDENT, MR. MITTERRAND, 

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION SOCIALIST PARTY, IS REPORTED TO 
HAVE STATED THE FOLLOWING: 

"THE PROBLEM IS NOT ANY MORE TO TALK ABOUT INDEPENDENCE BUT 
TO ESTABLISH BASIS ON WHICH THE POWER CAN BE TRANSFERRED. 

AND IT IS ESSENTIAL TO BE CLEAR ABOUT THIS. MR. ALI AREF, 

WHO IS AT THE HEAD OF THE TERRITORY IS A CREATURE OF THE 
COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION. HE HARDLY REPRESENTS ANYONE ELSE 
BUT HIMSELF ANY MORE, IN SPITE OF INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT WHICH 
HE CONTINUES TO GET FROM THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AND FROM THE 
FRENCH TROOPS STATIONED IN DJIBOUT8." 

(LE MONDE, 8-9 FEBRUARY 1976) 

THE FRENCH LEADING PAPER. WHILE FORCEFULLY CRITICIZING 
FRENCH POLICY IN THE TERRITORY. RECOMMENDED THE CONVENING 
OF A ROUND-TABLE CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE 
AS THE ONLY PRACTICAL SOLUTION. THE PAPER SAID: 
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UNCLAS SECTION 3 OF 3 USUN 0874 

"HOW, IN THIS FEVERISH AFRICA, CAN THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE REPUBLIC JUSTIFY A POLCIY WHICH IS CONTRARY TO 

THE DECOLONIZATION THEME WHICH IS OURS? HOW 

CAN THE DRENCH GOVERNMENT HOPE TO SUSTAIN THE IMAGE OF 

FRANCE, AN IMAGE INHERITED FROM REPUBLICANS PINCIPLES, 

BY HOLDING UP A POLITICIAN, WHO WAS ABANDONED BY AN IMPORTANT 
POART OF HIS OWN DEPUTIES TO THE TERRITORIAL ASSEMBLY? 

I THINK THAT IT IS TIME TO REGAIN OUR SELF-CONTROL. DJIBOUTI 
MUST NOT LIVE ANY MORE IN ANGUISH AND UNDER REPRESSION, 

UNDER THE INFERNAL MECHANISM OF POLICE RAIDS AND TERRORISM. 

THIS IS WHAT THE SOCIALIST PARTY HAS NOT STOPPED REPEATING 
IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS. THIS IS WHAT THE CONGRESSMAN SENT 
TO THE TERRITORY IN A FACT-FINDING TOUR CONFIRMED. THERE 
IS NO OTHER SOLUTION TO THIS CONFLICT OF ANOTHER AGE BUT 
SOON TO HOLD A ROUND-TABLE' MEETING WITHOUT ANYONE PRE- 
DOMINATING. THE VALIDITY OF THE NEXT REFERENDUM ON INDEPENDENCE 
WILL WIDELY DEPEND ON THIS MEETING, SINCE A VOTE OF THIS IMPORTANCE 
CAN ONLY BE BASED ON THE TRUTHFULNESS OF SUCH ELECTIONS." 
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REGRETTABLY, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS HITHERTO FAILED 
TO ACCORD ANY OFFICIAL RECOGNITION TO THE OVERWHELMINGLY 
PREDOMINATE OPPOSITION PARTY IN THE TERRITORY, THE AFRICAN 
INDEPENDENCE LEAGUE, WHOSE COMMENDABLE ROLE TOWARDS THE CAUSE 
OF DECOLONIZATION HAD WON THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE KAMPALA 
SUMMIT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY AND THE THIRTIETH 
SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. THE POLITICAL 
IMAGES OF ALI AREF'S REGIME AND THE OPPOSITION PARTY AMONG 
THE MASSES HAS BEEN OBJECTIVELY APPRAISED BY LE FIGARO 
OF 9 FEBRUARY 1976 IN THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 

"TODAY, AREF IS GOING TO BE GRANTED AN INDEPENDENCE FOR WHICH 
HE HAS BEEN ASKING ONLY RELUCTANTLY FOR A VERY SHORT TIME. 

BUT DINI HAS BEHOND HIM THE LARGE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION. 

WHEN AREF ORGANIZES A MANIFESTATION, HE CAN GATHER 3,000 
PEOPLE. DINI CAN MUSTER 30,000." 

IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT HHAS BEEN ALREADY STATED, IT IS CLEAR 
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THAT FRANCE IS DETERMINED TO GRANT TO THE TERRITORY NOMINAL 
INDEPENDENCE WHILE AT THE SAME TIME MAINTAINING HER MILITARY 
BASE IN DJIBOUTI. FRANCE IS ALSO PLANNING TO TRANSFER 
POLITICAL POWER TO A MAN WHO IS UNPOPULAR, ISOLATED AND 
POLITICALLY BANKRUPT. THE MAINTENANCE OF A FRENCH 
MILITARY BASE AND THE IMPOSITION OF THE PUPPET REGIME 
IS PART OF A FRENCH MANOEUVRE TO PERPETRATE A FORM OF NEO- 
COLONIALISM IN DEFIANCE OF THE RESOLUTIONS OF OAU. 

THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODIES. 

IF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT DOES NOT DESIST FRO PURSUING 

THIS DANGEROUS POLICY, THE CONSENQUENCE WILL BE VIOLENCE 

AND BLOODSHED AND, NO DOUBT, WILL HAVE INCALCULABLE SERIOUS 

REPERCUSSSIONS ON THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF THE TERRITORY 

AND THE REGIN AS A WHOLE. THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAS 

CONSISTENTLY CALLED FOR IMMEDIATE AND UNDONDITIONAL INDEPENDENCE 

TO FRENCH SOMALILAND AND THE TRANSFER OF POWER TO THE 

GENUINE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY 

IN COMFORMITY WITH BASIC DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES, CONSIDERS 

URGENT THE NEED FOR CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION IN 

ORDER TO ENSURE THAT UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION 3480 (XXX) 

IS STRICTLY APPLIED IN BOTH ITS LETTER AND SPIRIT. 

ANY DOUBLE-STANDARD COLONIAL TACTIC WILL NOT ONLY DELAY 
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THE COURSE OF THE DECOLONIZATION PROCESS BUT WILL SET IN MOTION 
A STATE OF CHAOS AND CONFUSION. AFRICAN STATES MUST THEREFORE 
ABIDE BY AND RESPECT THE OVERWHELMING WISHES OF THE 
INHABITANTS OF THE TERRITORY BY DENYING RECOGNITION TO 
ALI AREF'S REGIME, WHICH, IN NO WAY, REPRESENTS THE GENUINE 
WILL AND ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE CONCERNED. UNQUOTE 
SHERER 
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